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NFAC No. 4083/78
20 September 1978

STAT
MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Central Intelligence
VIA : Director, National Foreign Assessment Cen
FROM :  Coordinator for Academic Relations and

External Analytical Support, NFAC
SUBJECT : A Subject for a Future DCI Discussion/Dinner
1. Action Requested: Approval of the topic, "Verification,

Including Monitoring, of Arms Control Agreements," as the subject of
a DCI Discussion/Dinner to be scheduled around the first of December.

2. Background: You have approved the topic, "Lags in Soviet
Advance in Science and Technology," as the subject for a Discussion/
Dinner to be held on 18 October. We should be planning now for a
second meeting before Christmas. The subject of verification standards
from arms control agreements, including the role of monitoring, was
suggested some time ago by Sid Graybeal as one that he might work up
for a future discussion/dinner. The subject is an interesting one.
There are varied conceptions of the verification measures we are
justified in accepting, specifically in arms control agreements with
the Soviets. Monitoring is one of the means of verification. But the
terms verification and monitoring are not synonymous, hence our accepta-
bility requirements (for verification in general and monitoring specifi-
cally) are distinct though obviously related. For example, there is
always some level of verification by national means alone and monitoring
will vary in effectiveness depending on the circumstances, including the
nature of the monitoring. This is true for us; presumably it is also
true for the Soviets. So one question for exploration is what levels-
of-confidence, as regards any measures of verification agreed upon, the
Soviets will accept. But there are other questions of equal interest,
including differences of perspective regarding verification as between
various elements of the United States Government.
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3. This subject is one that should be of considerable interest
to academic and other outside specialists on arms control although,
to our knowledge, none of them has addressed the issues directly.

The subject is also of obvious interest to the arms-control community
inside the Government. Furthermore, despite its technical aspects,
the subject is one that Tends itself to discussion in broad,
philosophical terms.

4. If you approve, we shall propose a guest 1ist representing
State, Defense, and ACDA from inside the Government and from two or
more of the major academic centers of arms control research, perhaps
beginning with MIT and Stanford. We have not begun exploring who the
best candidates from these sources would be as we have not wished to
stimulate their interest without your approval.

5. Recommendation: That you approve the topic, "Arms Control STAT
Verification, Including Monitoring," to be prepared for a Discussion/
Dinner to be scheduled towards the end of November or early in Decembgr
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